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SECOND SATURDAY CONCERTS 
ON HIATUS TILL SEPTEMBER 
CHECK WHAT’S COMING UP! 

 September 12, 2026   Daniel Boling 
   Opening  Mystery Loves Company 
 October 10, 2026     Karyn Oliver 
   Opening  Hudson Mueller 
 November 14, 2026    Pierce Pettis    
   Opening Geoff Simpson 

HFMS Song Circle 

First Tuesday of Each Month 

NOTE: NEW LOCATION AND TIME 

Hickory Pit BBQ 
6601 S. Rice Ave. in Bellaire 

6:00—8:00 PM 

Second Saturday Concerts are presented by the Houston Folklore and Music 
Society, a 501( c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to the promotion of  
singer-songwriters working in the folk music traditions. Houston Folklore and 
Music Society presents folk music concerts from a wide variety of subgen-
res on the second Saturday of each month (except June—August and Decem-
ber) at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. $20 suggested donation for adults, 
contribute as you can for children (cash or check only) at the door – all  
proceeds go to support the artists.   Children under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Concerts are held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian.  Visit  our 
website, www.houstonfolkmusic.org or contact Jim Gill at 
jim@saHouston.com for more information.  

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/7BHLYXHSPUYHW
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/SongCircles_PickingParties
http://www.houstonfolkmusic.org
mailto:jim@saHouston.com
mailto:jim@saHouston.com


YOU’LL ALL BE FORSAKEN, AND NEVER KNOW WHY 

by Paul Cooper 

I literally grew up listening to this recording by Terry Gilkyson and The Weavers of On Top of 
Old Smoky.   I knew all the words when I was about seven years old.  This song reached #2 
on the Hit Parade in 1951.  This was before Pete and his colleagues were blacklisted by the 
entertainment industry as a result of Senator Joseph McCarthy’s allegations in 1953.  The 
folk song On Top of Old Smoky was first collected by the English folklorist Cecil Sharpe in 
1916 in the Appalachian mountains.  You will also find this article and the recording on the 
HFMS Audio Archive page at:  https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives 

 

ON TOP OF OLD SMOKY 
        Traditional 

A Capo II (To sing along with the recording) 

A                       D                                        A 
On top of Old Smoky, all covered with snow 
A                      E                                     A 
I lost my true lover, for courting too slow. 
 
Now courting is pleasure, but parting is grief 
And a false-hearted lover is worse than a thief. 
 
A thief will just rob you, and take what you have 
But a false-hearted lover will lead you to the grave. 
 
The grave will decay you, and turn you to dust 
Not one boy in a hundred a poor girl can trust. 
 
They’ll hug you and kiss you, and tell you more lies 
Than cross ties on a railroad, or stars in the skies. 
 
Come all you young maidens and listen to me 
Never hang your affections on a green willow tree. 
 
The leaves they will wither, the roots they will die 
You’ll all be forsaken, and never know why. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjRMcfElYZc&list=RDkjRMcfElYZc&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjRMcfElYZc&list=RDkjRMcfElYZc&start_radio=1
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives


He Missed That Old Gospel Singing 

The song “Zen Gospel Singing” concerns a fellow who was once a Baptist, who converted to 
Zen Buddhism. He was happy enough until he realized that he missed the gospel singing 
with his former congregation, especially when his new Zen buddies were satisfied to chant 
just one note each day. 

Medical professionals are now prepared to explain this fellow’s dilemma. There is a re-
newed interest in the healing power of the vagus nerve. This nerve runs directly through 
the neck and vocal cords. The deep, resonant vibrations created when you hum or sing 
manually stimulates this nerve. Brian Wilson understood this when he wrote the song 
“Good Vibrations” even though he was not a medical professional. Humming and singing 
send a message to your brain that you are safe and can relax. Additionally, singing, hum-
ming, or chanting trigger the release of endorphins, natural mood enhancers. But wait— 
there’s more: a release of oxytocin (AKA the “love hormone”), a hormone which promotes 
relief from stress. 

So if you cannot join together in four part harmony singing the old gospel hymns, or chant 
with your new Zen buddies, it may be just as well for you to sit in quiet repose and chant 
“ohm, ohm, Sweet ooohhhmmm”. 

You may enjoy hearing this rendition of Mark Graham’s “Zen Gospel Singing” as performed 
by Bryan Bowers by going to this link on the image below: 

 By Andy Longo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQlvhQl2wjU


 

 
LOCAL EVENTS 

Editor’s Note: In case y’all haven’t noticed, it’s really, really hot here in July and August, so 
aside from Mad Dogs and Englishmen (a Joe Cocker reference), most Houstonians try to stay  
indoors where the air is conditioned and the fridge is close by. Consequently, we don’t have a 
plethora of outdoor music fests. I’m sharing a few concerts that may be of interest— if y’all 
find more, share on our Facebook page. Support our local venues—go hear live music! 

https://houston.eater.com/maps/houston-best-farmers-markets
https://www.facebook.com/events/25911-interstate-45-the-woodlands-tx-united-states-texas-77380/ricky-skaggs-kentucky-thunder/2836357406728838/
https://www.facebook.com/events/wonky-power-live/houston-songwriter-showcase-featuring-carranza/1534926344900724/
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.jambase.com/show/the-montvales-old-quarter-acoustic-cafe-20260815
https://www.jambase.com/show/the-cleverlys-main-street-crossing-20260820
https://www.stubhub.com/outlaw-music-festival-the-woodlands-tickets-7-5-2026/event/160749975/?backUrl=%2Fwillie-nelson-tickets%2Fperformer%2F564&lt=30.17587280273438&lg=-95.48021697998047&quantity=2
https://houston.houseofblues.com/shows
https://www.stubhub.com/flatland-cavalry-the-woodlands-tickets-7-18-2026/event/160490889/?quantity=2


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND TEXAS AND THE U.S.  

Sunday, July 19, 2026 
Woodstock, Illinois 

Fort Adams State Park 
Newport, Rhode Island 

Puget Sound Guitar Workshops 
Bremerton, WA 

Mendocino, California  

July 8, 2026 
Library of Virginia 

Richmond, VA 

https://somersetharpfest.com/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/cajun-creole-classic-country-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/cajun-creole-classic-country-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/blues-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/blues-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/old-time-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/old-time-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/vocal-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/vocal-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/bluegrass-week-2026/
https://augustaartsandculture.org/bluegrass-week-2026/
https://www.woodyfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MissionFolkFest
https://swannanoagathering.org/traditional-song/#2026-catalog-page1
https://woodstockfolkfestival.org/
https://woodstockfolkfestival.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://www.pugetsoundguitarworkshop.org/sessions/psgw-summer-session-2-2026
https://www.pugetsoundguitarworkshop.org/sessions/psgw-summer-session-3-2026
https://www.pugetsoundguitarworkshop.org/sessions/psgw-summer-session-4-2026
https://www.pugetsoundguitarworkshop.org/sessions/psgw-summer-session-1-2026
https://www.larkcamp.org/
https://www.larkcamp.org/
https://sffolkfest.org/
https://petalumamusicfestival.org/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/events/2023/07/a-celebration-of-virginia-folklife-performances-displays-activities/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/events/2023/07/a-celebration-of-virginia-folklife-performances-displays-activities/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/events/2023/07/a-celebration-of-virginia-folklife-performances-displays-activities/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/events/2023/07/a-celebration-of-virginia-folklife-performances-displays-activities/
https://montanafolkfestival.com/
https://montanafolkfestival.com/


MORE UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND TEXAS AND THE U.S.  

Olivebridge, NY 

July 24-26, 2026 
Lowell, MA 

Staunton, Virginia 

Camp Russian River 
Guerneville, CA 

https://ashokancenter.org/product/bluegrass-camp-2026/
https://ashokancenter.org/product/bluegrass-camp-2026/
https://lowellfolkfestival.org/
https://lowellfolkfestival.org/
https://lowellfolkfestival.org/
https://summergrass.net/
https://folkfest.org/about/
https://www.santafetradfest.org/
https://www.experiencecortland.com/partners/bill-knowltons-bluegrass-ramble-picnic
https://minnesotabluegrass.org/mn-bluegrass-festival/
https://ncbs.info/events/gof/
https://bluegrass.com/folks/
https://camp.cdss.org/camp-sessions/early-music-week-at-pinewoods/
https://camp.cdss.org/camp-sessions/early-music-week-at-pinewoods/
https://cotatifest.com/
https://oakgrovefestival.com/home
https://oakgrovefestival.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=915509553911324&set=a.457521149710169
http://www.sawplayers.org/festinfo.html
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/golden-old-time-campout/
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/golden-old-time-campout/
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/golden-old-time-campout/
https://www.grandtarghee.com/bluegrass
https://www.facebook.com/events/2371977846546044/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD  

Want to do your own search for  

music festivals in the US, UK, 

Ireland, and Europe? Try: 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com 

Between Corfe Castle and Harmon’s Cross, Devon, UK 

Tonder, Denmark 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com
https://www.belfasttraditionalmusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/693861852401238/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.festival-montoire.com/en
https://bluediamondevents.net/summer-folklore-festival-prague/?fbclid=IwAR3wwzyPYC6_HBB3-Y6M_DkJGREzpeozOWViRwHds3wyE7MP0Rlv4sZUZK0
https://bluediamondevents.net/summer-folklore-festival-prague/?fbclid=IwAR3wwzyPYC6_HBB3-Y6M_DkJGREzpeozOWViRwHds3wyE7MP0Rlv4sZUZK0
https://www.purbeckvalleyfolkfestival.co.uk/information/location/
https://www.purbeckvalleyfolkfestival.co.uk/information/location/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/155914228448792/about
https://www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/what-do/events/bishops-stortford-ukelele-festival
https://www.belfastukefest.co.uk/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/folk-by-the-oak-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/viljandi-folk-music-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/womad-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/cambridge-folk-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/wickham-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/secolare-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/the-magpies-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/tonder-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/between-the-trees-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/camper-calling-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/found-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/shambala-music-festival-2026/


LOCAL FOLKIN’! 
Community Folk Music Calendars, Venues and Other Concert Resources  

in and around the Houston Metro Area— Images are Live Links! 
 Search by genre or your favorite band 
 Create your own schedule/calendar 
 Get email updates 

LIVE MUSIC VENUES 

GET YOUR JAM ON! 

4th Tuesdays 
7:00—8:30 PM 

Luka BBQ Steak House 
Tuesdays 7:00—9:00 

Wednesdays 12:30 pm  
& Monthly Jams 

Monthly Saturday Jam 

TWINKLE YOUR TOES! 

Mondays & Tuesdays 
Scottish Country Dance 

Register Here! 
European Dance Guild 

2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6—8 pm 

FOR THE KIDS! 

Events Kingwood 

https://undiscoveredmusic.net/
https://www.bandsintown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://andersonfair.net/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/
https://continentalclub.com/houston
https://memorial.cowboysurferbar.com/houston-memorial-cowboy-surfer-events
https://www.doseydoetickets.com/barn
https://emmitsplace.com/
https://www.fulshearhouseconcerts.org/rsvp
https://www.thearmadillopalace.com/live-music/
https://www.haakwines.com/calendar
https://johnsonstudiotexas.com/Concerts.html
https://www.kojakshouston.com/events#section-177877
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://www.millbend.org/upcoming.htm
https://www.facebook.com/modcoffeehouse
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bigtoplounge/
https://www.reverbnation.com/venue/redbricktavern
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://oldquarteracousticcafe.com/
https://whiteoakmusichall.com/
http://singings.texasfasola.org/monthly/houston.html
https://www.houstonsongwriters.net/
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org/
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org/events/
https://www.bayareabluegrass.org/
https://www.bayareabluegrass.org/
https://www.bayareabluegrass.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://www.houkulele.com/
https://nhcds.org/wp-nhcds/events/category/full-event-calendar/
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://hatds.org/schedules#HATDS
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://folkdancers.org/
https://www.yahouston.org/public-performances
https://kingwood.cowboysurferbar.com/kingwood-cowboy-surfer-kingwood-events
https://coffeehousehouston.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Buffalo-Grille-Bluegrass-Jam-100021212087211/
https://theheightstheater.com/
https://danelectros.com/upcomingevents
https://bohemeos.com/?post_type=tribe_events


JUST FOLKIN’ AROUND 
Virtual resources for learnin’, partakin’, or just listenin’! 

https://www.portlandfolkmusic.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=748368
https://truefire.com/channels/bluegrass-academy/h3015
https://www.banjopodcast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/there-is-a-season-the-pete-seeger-podcast/id1716193623
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=old%20time%20open%20jams%20facebook%20group
https://substack.com/@johnlomaxiii
https://greenwichvillagefolkfestival.org/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/sights-sounds/
https://digitalcollections.rice.edu/houston-folk-music-archive
https://thefreight.org/education/
https://janseides.com/shows
https://www.sffmc.org/community-folk-calendar/
https://nfo-usa.org/virtual-events-calendar/
https://maritime.org/chantey-sing/
https://learntoplaythefiddle.co.uk/courses/
https://www.fsgw.org/concerts
https://rscds.org/get-involved/global-dance-listings
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2040172
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345630819944098
https://www.folk.org/chorus
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=old%20time%20open%20jams%20facebook%20group


JOIN US, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
OR BUY THEM A GIFT MEMBERSHIP! 

Started in June 1951, Houston Folklore and Music Society (HFMS) is a 501( c)(3) nonprofit 
membership organization dedicated to the preservation of folk music (from the German 
word Volksmusik meaning “people's music”), and promotion of singer-songwriters working 
in the folk music traditions. In 1980, HFMS started hosting concerts and all concert proceeds 
have been used to support the artists! We are a 100% volunteer organization presenting: 
traditional folk, bluegrass, country music, old time, blues, acoustic jazz, other 
Americana/Roots music, European and Celtic folk, Mexican and South American, and the list 
goes on... You never know who will turn up at a Second Saturday Concert! 

Members receive our monthly digital newsletter, The Cotton Patch Rag (with extensive local 
resources and worldwide events) and the satisfaction of supporting and promoting live music 
in the greater Houston area. Dues are $20 for individual membership (one email address) and 
$35 for a joint membership (two email addresses). 

If you would like to join online, please go to the Membership page at our website, 
Houstonfolkmusic.org. Or if your preference is snail mail, this form can be printed  and 
mailed with a check payable to Houston Folklore and Music Society, 5610 Innsbruck St., 
Bellaire, TX 77401. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 New Membership 

Is this a new address? 

NAME(s): 

STREET 

 
Yes 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE (wk) 

E-MAIL (1): 

E-MAIL (2): 
 

Enclosed is 
 
 

For information contact:

 
 

Thank you! 

Second Saturday Concerts: Pam Kalinec pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter Editor: Luanne Novak lulutenzo@gmail.com 
Membership Management: Karon Mueller karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net 
Social Media: Brian Joyce bdjoyce@comcast.net 
Website Management: Paul Mueller ptmueller78@gmail.com 
Newsletter Contributors: Andy Longo zenflyer@gmail.com and  
             Paul Cooper pcooperowls0@gmail.com 
General Organization Info, Our Prez: Pam Kalinec pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net 

Renewal Re-Joining 

No Today’s Date: 

$20 Annual Dues $35 Annual Dues 

https://houstonfolkmusic.org/
mailto:pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bdjoyce@comcast.net
mailto:ptmueller78@gmail.com
mailto:zenflyer@gmail.com
mailto:pcooperowls0@gmail.com
mailto:pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net
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