
IT WOULD NOT MAKE ME TREMBLE TO SEE TEN THOUSAND FALL 
 
This is a very old song that appeals to hard-core folkies and to more contemporary 
artists alike.  It has been recorded by folksingers like Jean Ritchie and Joan Baez, but 
also by groups like the Grateful Dead.  I think this broad appeal is because it has a 
great story, a nice melody, and some cool chord changes.  The song first appeared as a 
British broadside ballad in the early 1800s, and exists in many version under many 
different titles.  I like this version by Jerry Garcia and David Grisman from their album 
Shady Grove: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qui2tRHvKUU&list=RDQui2tRHvKUU&start_radio=
1   I have transcribed it in their key of E minor.  You can also hear this song on the 
HFMS Audio Archive web page at 
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives 
 

JACKAROE 
          Traditional 
 
Em                                                 G                     B7 
There was a wealthy merchant, In London he did dwell  
    C                   G                   C                     G 
He had a beautiful daughter, the truth to you I'll tell  
Em     B7                    Em 
Oh the truth to you I'll tell  
 
She had sweethearts a-plenty in men of high degree  
There was none but Jack the sailor, her true love e'er could be  
Oh her true love e'er could be 
 
Now Jackie's gone a-sailing with trouble on his mind 
He’s left his native country and his darling girl behind  
Oh, his darling girl behind.  
 
She went into a tailor shop and dressed in men's array  
And climbed on board a vessel to convey herself away  
Oh, to convey herself away. " 
 
Before you step on board, sir, your name I'd like to know"  
She smiled all in her countenance, "They call me Jackaroe"  
Oh, they call me Jackaroe. 
 



I see your waist is slender, your fingers they are small 
Your cheeks too red and rosy to face the cannonball"  
Oh, to face the cannon-ball.  
 
"I know my waist is slender, my fingers they are small. 
But it would not make me tremble to see ten thousand fall"  
Oh, to see ten thousand fall.  
 
The war soon being over, she went and looked around  
And among the dead and dying her darling boy she found  
Oh, her darling boy she found.  
 
She picked him up all in her arms and carried him to the town  
And sent for a physician who quickly healed his wounds  
Oh, who quickly healed his wounds. 
 
This couple they got married so well they did agree 
This couple they got married, so why not you and me  
Oh, so why not you and me. 
Oh, why not you and me. 


