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SECOND SATURDAY 
AT ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5308 RUTGERS at Bissonnet 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005 

This month, the Balalaika Orchestra will be in the Warren Family Center 

February 14, 2026 
7:00—9:00 PM 

Houston Balalaika Society  

 

The Houston Balalaika Society is a community-based, nonprofit organization whose primary mission is sup-
porting the Houston Balalaika Orchestra (HBO).  The orchestra performs folk and semi-classical music on tradi-
tional instruments such as the balalaika and domra, as well as more well-known instruments, including accordi-
on, keyboard, violin, guitar, banjo, bass guitar and a variety of percussion.  For certain of our arrangements, we 
will bring in instruments from other cultures, such as the pennywhistle, the cajon, and the Greek bouzouki.   

During our many years of existence, the orchestra’s repertoire has expanded from the music of Russia and East-
ern Europe to also include music from all of Europe, The Middle East, and the Americas.  The HBO performs at 
traditional music festivals, public concerts and private venues. 

The HBO performs under the direction of Ms. Pamela Bingham Sheppard, a graduate of The Shepherd School of 
Music at Rice University.  All our musicians donate their time to the orchestra, and we represent a mix of profes-
sional performers, teachers and accomplished amateurs.  Our members come from many different national 
backgrounds and represent all ages and generations – from students to retired individuals.  We are all united by 
our passion for the world’s music, and a desire to share it with our community. 



 

SECOND SATURDAY CONCERTS 

February 14, 2026 Houston Balalaika Society Orchestra 
March 14, 2026     Claudia Gibson 
April 11, 2026 Riders on the Orphan Train 
May 9, 2026     Rob Lytle 
September 12, 2026   Daniel Boling 
October 10, 2026    Karyn Oliver 
November 14, 2026    Pierce Pettis    

HFMS Song Circle 

Tuesday,  February 3, 2026 

NOTE: NEW LOCATION AND TiME 

Hickory Pit BBQ 
6601 S. Rice Ave. in Bellaire 

6:00—8:00 PM 

Monthly Pickin’ Party 

February 15, 2026 
Artist: Ola Belle Reed 

Gary’s Place 

518 Fair Oaks Dr. 
Stafford, TX 

2:00 pm snack* and socialize 

3:00 pm pick-n-play 

*bring anything you like! 

Second Saturday Concert is presented by the Houston Folklore and Music Society, a 501
( c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to the promotion of singer-songwriters working 
in the folk music traditions. Houston Folklore and Music Society presents folk music 
concerts from a wide variety of subgenres on the second Saturday of each month 
(mostly) at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. $20 suggested donation (cash or check 
only) at the door – all proceeds go to support the artists.   Children under 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Concerts are held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian.  Visit  our 
website, www.houstonfolkmusic.org or contact Jim Gill at jim@saHouston.com for 
more information.  

https://www.houstonbalalaikasociety.org/
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/SongCircles_PickingParties
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/7BHLYXHSPUYHW
http://www.houstonfolkmusic.org
mailto:jim@saHouston.com
mailto:jim@saHouston.com


More on Musical Training  
via the Internet 

by Andy Longo 

It is indeed no revelation that you can learn many things by watching YouTube  
videos. Available videos serve as the better form of an instruction manual for  
cooking appliances, power tools, and electronic devices. You can also find many  
excellent musicians who offer training videos on YouTube, including downloads of 
instructional material. Recently, I learned there is even something for those who 
study with a personal music instructor. For example, if you are studying violin via 
the Suzuki method, an individual has recorded videos of each exercise included in 
Suzuki Method Books 1 through 6. Each exercise is played exactly as written so the 
student will be reminded of the technique to be mastered.  
From the Violin Garden: Suzuki Method Book 1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQlhrSawZg4 

 

 

This musician offers some comments along with performance of the exercises.  
The Faber Piano Method: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebIZrCrvpqo&list=PL8hZtgRyL9WRy-z3v- 
Pp70ze1wMCeS5KS 

 

 

 

For the guitar player who is studying with the Mel Bay Guitar Method, there is: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wi2N8YSMwU0&list=PL5de5JcsUqg9aC 

HbLE5ZoT4W3P4MGc8if 

 

 

 

 

Thus, whether you wish to learn to play an individual tune or study a method of  
playing an instrument, your cup runneth over via YouTube videos! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQlhrSawZg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebIZrCrvpqo&list=PL8hZtgRyL9WRy-z3v-%20Pp70ze1wMCeS5KS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebIZrCrvpqo&list=PL8hZtgRyL9WRy-z3v-%20Pp70ze1wMCeS5KS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wi2N8YSMwU0&list=PL5de5JcsUqg9aC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wi2N8YSMwU0&list=PL5de5JcsUqg9aC


It Would Not Make Me Tremble To See 
Ten Thousand Fall 

by Paul Cooper 

This is a very old song that appeals to hard-core folkies and to more contemporary artists 
alike.  It has been recorded by folksingers like Jean Ritchie and Joan Baez, but also by groups 
like the Grateful Dead.  I think this broad appeal is because it has a great story, a nice melo-
dy, and some cool chord changes.  The song first appeared as a British broadside ballad in 
the early 1800s, and exists in many version under many different titles.  I like this version by 
Jerry Garcia and David Grisman from their album Shady Grove: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qui2tRHvKUU&list=RDQui2tRHvKUU&start_radio=1   I have transcribed it in their 
key of E minor.  You can also hear this song on the HFMS Audio Archive web page at 
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives 

Jackaroe - Traditional 
Em                                                  G                      
There was a wealthy merchant, In London he did  
B7 
dwell  
    C                    G                    C                      G 
He had a beautiful daughter, the truth to you I'll tell  
Em      B7                 Em 
Oh the truth to you I'll tell  
 
She had sweethearts a-plenty in men of high degree  
There was none but Jack the sailor, her true love  
e'er could be  
Oh her true love e'er could be 
 
Now Jackie's gone a-sailing with trouble on his mind 
He’s left his native country and his darling girl  
behind  
Oh, his darling girl behind  
 
She went into a tailor shop and dressed in men's  
array  
And climbed on board a vessel to convey herself 
away  
Oh, to convey herself away 
 
“Before you step on board, sir, your name I'd like  
to know"  
She smiled all in her countenance, "They call me 
Jackaroe. 
Oh, they call me Jackaroe.” 

 
“I see your waist is slender, your fingers they are 
small 
Your cheeks too red and rosy to face the  
cannonball  
Oh, to face the cannon-ball.”  
 
"I know my waist is slender, my fingers they are 
small. 
But it would not make me tremble to see ten  
thousand fall  
Oh, to see ten thousand fall."  
 
The war soon being over, she went and looked 
around  
And among the dead and dying her darling boy she 
found  
Oh, her darling boy she found.  
 
She picked him up all in her arms and carried him to 
the town  
And sent for a physician who quickly healed his 
wounds  
Oh, who quickly healed his wounds. 
 
This couple they got married so well they did agree 
This couple they got married, so why not you  
and me  
Oh, so why not you and me. 
Oh, why not you and me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qui2tRHvKUU&list=RDQui2tRHvKUU&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qui2tRHvKUU&list=RDQui2tRHvKUU&start_radio=1


 

 
LOCAL EVENTS 

https://houston.eater.com/maps/houston-best-farmers-markets
https://www.mardigrasgalveston.com/
https://www.rodeohouston.com/worlds-championship-bar-b-que/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/event/modern-folk%3a-multicultural-roots/111043/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/event/warren-haynes/110997/
https://ccchouston.org/2026lunarnewyear/
https://hsppc.org/
https://montgomerymusicfest.com/
https://heightskidsdayofmusic.org/
https://tomballgermanfest.org/
https://katytastefest.com/
https://wildwestbrewfest.com/
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/tom-neilson-concert--2026
https://www.facebook.com/TroutFishingInAmerica.ofFISHalpage
https://www.levitthouston.org/musicfest?fbclid=IwY2xjawPozutleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEwMFlkaEc5eEFsQXlrYzJzc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkZLWVIOHQqFvd7eUwzj7rs_YDKuXoo-ZK4VfbPa1bGPBskBLRx5ZrUPN0xN_aem_pDGJTMfJD4kicMS3_Tpsbg


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND TEXAS AND THE US  

https://events.humanitix.com/florida-americana-music-festival-2
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/ullrgrass-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/winterwondergrass-colorado-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/midwinter-bluegrass-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/wintergrass-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/suwannee-spring-reunion-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/savannah-music-festival-2026/
https://musiccamp.org/
https://www.fsgw.org/mini-fest
https://www.flurryfestival.org/about/
https://arizona.renfestinfo.com/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/fort-worth-music-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/south-by-southwest-sxsw-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/outlaws-and-legends-2026/
https://www.ntif.org/
https://handmademusicschool.org/
https://minnesotabluegrass.org/Winter-Bluegrass-Weekend/
https://www.shermancelticfest.com/
https://www.sherwoodforestfaire.com/
https://socofoso.com/event/sonoma-county-bluegrass-folk-festival/
https://www.lakehavasubluegrass.com/index.html
https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com/
https://opelikasongwritersfestival.com/


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD  

Want to do your own search for  

music festivals in the US, UK, Ireland,  

and Europe? Try: 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com
https://www.gloucesterbid.uk/gloucester-folk-trail/
https://kilkennytradfest.com/
https://www.muf.org.au/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/port-fairy-folk-festival-2026/
https://www.cayamo.com/


LOCAL FOLKIN’! 
Community Folk Music Calendars, Venues and Other Concert Resources  

in and around the Houston Metro Area— Images are Live Links! 

 Search by genre or your favorite band 
 Create your own schedule/calendar 
 Get email updates 

LIVE MUSIC VENUES 

GET YOUR JAM ON! 

4th Tuesdays 
7:00—8:30 PM 

Luka BBQ Steak House 
Tuesdays 7:00—9:00 

Wednesdays 12:30 pm  
& Monthly Jams 

Monthly Saturday Jam 

TWINKLE YOUR TOES! 

Mondays & Tuesdays 
Scottish Country Dance 

Register Here! 
European Dance Guild 

2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6—8 pm 

FOR THE KIDS! 

Events Kingwood 

https://undiscoveredmusic.net/
https://www.bandsintown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://andersonfair.net/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/
https://continentalclub.com/houston
https://memorial.cowboysurferbar.com/houston-memorial-cowboy-surfer-events
https://www.doseydoetickets.com/barn
https://emmitsplace.com/
https://www.fulshearhouseconcerts.org/rsvp
https://www.thearmadillopalace.com/live-music/
https://www.haakwines.com/calendar
https://johnsonstudiotexas.com/Concerts.html
https://www.kojakshouston.com/events#section-177877
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://www.millbend.org/upcoming.htm
https://www.facebook.com/modcoffeehouse
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bigtoplounge/
https://www.reverbnation.com/venue/redbricktavern
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://oldquarteracousticcafe.com/
https://whiteoakmusichall.com/
http://singings.texasfasola.org/monthly/houston.html
https://www.houstonsongwriters.net/
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org/events/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/page/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://www.houkulele.com/
https://nhcds.org/wp-nhcds/events/category/full-event-calendar/
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://hatds.org/schedules#HATDS
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://folkdancers.org/
https://www.yahouston.org/public-performances
https://kingwood.cowboysurferbar.com/kingwood-cowboy-surfer-kingwood-events
https://coffeehousehouston.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Buffalo-Grille-Bluegrass-Jam-100021212087211/
https://heightskidsdayofmusic.org/


JUST FOLKIN’ AROUND 
Virtual resources for learnin’, partakin’, or just listenin’! 

https://www.portlandfolkmusic.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=748368
https://truefire.com/channels/bluegrass-academy/h3015
https://www.banjopodcast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/there-is-a-season-the-pete-seeger-podcast/id1716193623
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=old%20time%20open%20jams%20facebook%20group
https://substack.com/@johnlomaxiii
https://greenwichvillagefolkfestival.org/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/sights-sounds/
https://digitalcollections.rice.edu/houston-folk-music-archive
https://thefreight.org/education/
https://janseides.com/shows
https://www.sffmc.org/community-folk-calendar/
https://nfo-usa.org/virtual-events-calendar/
https://maritime.org/chantey-sing/
https://learntoplaythefiddle.co.uk/courses/
https://www.fsgw.org/concerts
https://rscds.org/get-involved/global-dance-listings
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2040172
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345630819944098
https://www.folk.org/chorus
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=old%20time%20open%20jams%20facebook%20group


JOIN US, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
OR BUY THEM A GIFT MEMBERSHIP! 

Started in June 1951, Houston Folklore and Music Society (HFMS) is a 501( c)(3) nonprofit 
membership organization dedicated to the preservation of folk music (from the German 
word Volksmusik meaning “people's music”), and promotion of singer-songwriters working 
in the folk music traditions. In 1980, HFMS started hosting concerts and all concert proceeds 
have been used to support the artists! We are a 100% volunteer organization presenting: 
traditional folk, bluegrass, country music, old time, blues, acoustic jazz, other 
Americana/Roots music, European and Celtic folk, Mexican and South American, and the list 
goes on... You never know who will turn up at a Second Saturday Concert! 

Members receive our monthly digital newsletter, The Cotton Patch Rag (with extensive local 
resources and worldwide events) and the satisfaction of supporting and promoting live music 
in the greater Houston area. Dues are $20 for individual membership (one email address) and 
$35 for a joint membership (two email addresses). 

If you would like to join online, please go to the Membership page at our website, 
Houstonfolkmusic.org. Or if your preference is snail mail, this form can be printed  and 
mailed with a check payable to Houston Folklore and Music Society, 5610 Innsbruck St., 
Bellaire, TX 77401. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 New Membership 

Is this a new address? 

NAME(s): 

STREET 

 
Yes 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE (wk) 

E-MAIL (1): 

E-MAIL (2): 
 

Enclosed is 
 
 

For information contact:

 
 

Thank you! 

Second Saturday Concerts: Pam Kalinec pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter Editor: Luanne Novak lulutenzo@gmail.com 
Membership Management: Karon Mueller karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net 
Social Media: TBD 
Website Management: Paul Mueller ptmueller78@gmail.com 
Newsletter Contributors: Andy Longo zenflyer@gmail.com and  
             Paul Cooper pcooperowls0@gmail.com 
General Organization Info, Our Prez: Pam Kalinec pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net 

Renewal Re-Joining 

No Today’s Date: 

$20 Annual Dues $35 Annual Dues 

https://houstonfolkmusic.org/
mailto:pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ptmueller78@gmail.com
mailto:zenflyer@gmail.com
mailto:pcooperowls0@gmail.com
mailto:pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net
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