
A folk hero

CYNTHIA LESCALLEET

Bob Pangle wasn’t the founder of the Second Saturday Concert Series. He did, however, restart the eclectic
showcase of folk and acoustic music two decades ago.

Since then, he has been its faithful producer, a volunteer position in which he enthusiastically recruited and
booked local talent and national touring artists of bluegrass, cowboy, old-time country and folk music, both
traditional and contemporary.

Article continues below this ad

Pangle, a Katy resident, recently retired from the concertmeister duties he has handled since 1988. Now, he
plans just to enjoy the series’ concerts to come —and the concert-circuit friends made on and off the stage.

At the Feb. 13 Second Saturday Concert, held as always at the West U Community Center, 6104 Auden St.,
the contributions of producer Pangle and his wife Gay will be honored by the organization behind the
concerts, Houston Folklore/Music Society.
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HFMS’s mission is to preserve the traditions of folk music and folklore, which it does with concerts,
meetings and “Pickin’ Parties” (also launched by Pangle in 1988) at which members gather informally to
make music, visit and dine on pot luck dishes in each other’s homes.

Carolyn Davis, HFMS president, said Bob Pangle brought to his post the knowledge of music, of the music
business and of the musicians.
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His other qualities include patience, a tremendous level of commitment to producing hundreds of concerts
and humility, she said.

Gay Pangle worked just as hard behind the scenes as her husband of 50 years, David added.
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The couple said the enduring highlight of producing concerts has been the opportunity to meet “wonderful,
talented, great people” who have since “become like family to us.” Many is the musician who drops by when
passing through Houston, they said.

Pangle, who plays clarinet, said he was originally “a jazz buff” and got into the folk/acoustic scene in the late
‘60s on the tail end of the hootenanny hey day. The music he came to appreciate “is pretty much timeless”
and multi-cultura, he said.
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He finds it satisfying that the concert series continues to attract an audience that’s conditioned to come
first, then see who’ll be on stage because they know the entertainment will be good.
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His wife said “watching the (concert) series take off and take hold” has been satisfying for them both.
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Good Timing, Good times

West U’s Vernon Peeples, a long-term member of HFMS, said Bob Pangle arrived at a pivotal time for the
local folk music scene.
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According to HFMS lore amassed by Pangle himself, the Second Saturday series had been founded in 1980
by Charles Orsburn, a West U resident and municipal judge. Orsburn pretty much handled the series single-
handedly until 1987, when his interest burned out.

During this hiatus, Oklahoma geophysicist Pangle transferred to Houston and joined HFMS, soon serving
as its president and starting the “Pickin’ Party” tradition. It was at one of those events, held in Pangle’s
home, that Orsburn encouraged Pangle to restart the concert series.
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And that’s just what Pangle did.

“When he started this, a lot of people said it would never last,” Peeples recalled. But Pangle “was persistent.
He was the “spur.”
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Known for the music as much as the casual atmosphere, friendly attendees and tasty samplings of
homemade refreshments, the concerts have retained their focus on folk and acoustic music, in all its forms,
the Pangles said.

Each program tries to mix the music of guest artists to appeal to a broad range of listeners, Peeples
explained.
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The popularity of films like “O’ Brother Where Art Thou” and the documentary “Songcatcher,” which
featured traditional folk and mountain music, helped spread interest in the genre, he said.

He was quick to add that the Second Saturday Concert Series has been showcasing such music all along.
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Over the years, Second Saturday Concerts have attracted audiences of about 100 people, many of them folk
and acoustic musicians themselves.

Meanwhile, the performing artists have said they find the West U venue a nice change from the smoke and
noise of bars and restaurants.
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New producer familiar



Last month, the Pangles sat in the audience of the concert produced by successor Paul Cooper of the Rice
Village area. Cooper has held several offices with the HFMS board and performs with Across the Water, a
band that plays a mix of traditional and folk music and its own compositions.

Cooper credits Pangle with clearly defining the mission of the concert series, which is to support the music
and musicians of the folk/acoustic genre. Pangle also successfully carried out this mission, Cooper said, by
bringing in performers who otherwise might not have been heard here.
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As Cooper, a retired healthcare executive, takes over producing the concert series, that mission will not
change, he said.

“We support the music by supporting the artists,” he said.
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His plans are:

to continue booking a mix of music;
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to increase networking among those who produce these types of concerts; and

to make the most of Internet technology in locating and promoting musicians; and

Article continues below this ad

to help featured musicians string together more venues and house concerts while they’re in the area.

As the concert series name suggests, performances are held the second Saturday of the month, with no
concerts in July, August or December.
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Tickets are sold at the door and cost $12 for adults, with discounted tickets for students and senior citizens.
Children under age 12 are free if accompanied by an adult.

For information, visit www.houstonfolkmusic.org.
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