
HOW THE JOHN B. SAILS

The Bahamian folk song originally published as “The John B. Sails” is known to most of us as
the “Sloop John B”. It has been recorded by numerous artist. The Kingston Trio and The
Beach Boys have recordings that are well known to many of us. The accompaniment is
performed in a Calypso beat ( - - - _ _ -), a syncopated rhythm. Here is a link to a recording
that may be close to the original style of its performance:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwcGyvhuMQg
Or on our website: https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/HFS_Audio_Archive.html
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